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CLAIMS 

1. A data management system, for use in receiving and processing data in relation 
to one or more products, and recording fulfilment in respect of a generated product 
5 description, 

the system comprising: 

an input for product selection data; 

a marketplace product store for storing marketplace product definitions; 
10 a product selection store for storing data defining a selection of one or more products 
from the marketplace product store; 

an enterprise capability store for storing data defining capability of an enterprise in 
relation to supply of one or more products; and 

a product fulfilment data store for storing one or more product descriptions; 

15 

wherein there is further provided means to generate 

at least one link between each product description in the product fulfilment data store to 
data stored in the enterprise capability store, and 

at least one link between each product description in the product fulfilment data store to 
20 data stored in the product selection store 



said links being determined by a requirement in the respective product description for 
specified data in the enterprise capability store and the product selection store, such that 
a valid product description is dependent on presence of said specified data. 

25 

2. A system according to claim 1 wherein the specified data in the enterprise 
capability store relates to equipment necessary to support provision of a product identified 
in the product description. 

30 3. A system according to claim 2 wherein a product description comprises date 
information, at least one set of data stored in the enterprise capability store comprises 
said specified data together with availability date data, and the system further comprises 
means to review the availability date data against the date information, such that a valid 
product description is dependent on compatibility between the availability date data and 

35 the date information. 
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4. A system according to claim 3 wherein said availability date data may be both 
compatible with the date information and in the future at the time that a product 
description is loaded to the product fulfilment data store. 



5. A system according to 
provided means to generate at 



any one of the preceding claims wherein there is further 
sast one link between each marketplace product definition 
stored in the marketplace product store to data stored in the enterprise capability store, 
said links being determined by a requirement in the respective marketplace product 
10 definition for specified data in tne enterprise capability store, such that a valid marketplace 
product definition is dependent on presence of said specified data in the enterprise 
capability store. 



6. A system according to 

15 means to update associated I 
enterprise capability store. 



any one of the preceding claims wherein there is provided 
nks in response to updates to the specified data in the 



7. A system according tb any one of the preceding claims, wherein the specified 
data in the enterprise capability store comprises identifiers for instances of apparatus 

20 available to support a product identified in a product description. 

8. A system according to claim 7 which further comprises means to update the 
specified data in the enterprise capability store and to make consequent changes to links 
relevant to said specified data. 



9. A system according to any one of claims 5 to 8 which further comprises means to 
delete any marketplace product definition stored in the marketplace product store in the 
event that there is no remaining link for that marketplace product definition to data stored 
in the enterprise capability store. 

10. A method of managing data relating to product provision in relation to supporting 
capabilities, which method comprises: 

storing marketplace product definitions in a marketplace product store; 

receiving product selection data in relation to stored marketplace product definitions; 
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storing data defining a selection of one or more products from the marketplace 
product store in a product selection store, in response to one or more received inputs; 
storing data defining capability of an enterprise in relation to supply of one or more 
products in an enterprise capability store; 

storing one or more product descriptions in a product fulfilment data store; and 
generating at least one link between each product description in the product fulfilment 
data store to data stored in the enterprise capability store; 

wherein said at least one link is determined by a requirement in the respective product 
description for specified data in the enterprise capability store, such that a valid product 
description is dependent on presence of said specified data. 
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